No.60

CEPTUEBCKHHU JIUCTOK

Kageopanonoeo Cobopa Ilpen. Cepeus Padonedxcckaeo 8 2copode Kiueneno
Yukarckas u Cpenne-Amepukanckas Enapxus Pycckas IlpaBociaBnas

LepxoBb 3arpannueii
October/oxkmsaopb, 2015

Bcex boro/ilo0MBBIX NPUX0KAH U BCEX
IIpaBocIaBHBIX XpUCTHAH
CepAeYHO MO3ApPaBjasieM
C pecroabubiM IIpa3aHukom Hamiero
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Pajgoneskckoro yygorsopual
(Apxueperickne cay:k0b1 7-0ro u 8-0ro okTs10pst)

B cBeT/IbIe JHU HALEr0 MPECTOJIbHOI0 PA3IHUKA
NMPU3bIBaeM BAC IOMHUTD 0 HY:KIaX HepKBH. TobKO
¢ Balled NOCUIbHOM MOMOLIBIO PUXO0J CMOKET
NMPOJOJIKUTH CBOIO CBALLICHHYI0 MuccHio. [la
o0a1arociaoBut 'ocnoas bor Bamy meapoctb
CTOpHLEIO!

HPEINOJAOBHE OTYE HAIII
CEPI'ME, MOJIX BOT'A O HAC!

IIPUXO/ICKAA XPOHUKA

* BceM I0OJ10:k€HO FOBETh U Mpuyamarses Ha [IpecTonbHbI
Ipa3fgHUK, 9T0 Hama Bropas Ilacxa. [Iis aToro, Bce MOAX0AUTE K
Hcnosenn 3a61aroBpeMeHHoO.

* Pycckuii @ecTuBab B 3TOM roay coctosics 24-26 uiois B
German Central (corner of Sprague and York Rds). Cepneuno
6maromapuM MeHemkepa ¢ectuBans bumia JleiiBuca u Bcex
BOJIOHTEPOB-TPY>KEHHUKOB. biiaronaps um ¢ectuBanp nporen
IIpPEeKpacHo U BCeM MOHpaBUIICS, Bce ObUIN B BocTopre. Bekope 6yaer
00BsBIEHO UTOTOBOE cOOpaHue mocie hecTuBas rae MOXHO OyaeT
MOJYYHUTh BCe MOAPOOHOCTH mporeanero gecrusans. [lorenmuan
Ha HOBOM MeCT€ OIPOMHBIH, HO A7 OyAyLIero ycrnexa CHIBHO
Hy>KHa Baula nomous. Iloxanylicra, IpuHUMaiTe aKTUBHOE Y4acTHE
B (hecTUBae, 3aUCHIBAiTECh BOJOHTEpAMH U YIaCTBYHTE B B OpI-
coOpanusx. Uem Hac Gombie TeM yerue. O6pamaitecs K
KOpAKMHATOpy BOJIOHTepoB-I'eopruto banacke unu B LEPKBY, y
CBEYHOTO fIIMKa, WK 110 Tenedony 216-496-4418. OT BAC
3ABUCHUT BYAYIIEE ®ECTHUBAJIA.

* Tloxkauyiicta, He 3a0bIBaiiTe, YTO >KCHIIMHAM IOJIOTAETCS
IPUXOJUTh B LEPKOBb C MOKPHITON ronoBoi. FOOkK TOMKHBEI OBITH
HIDKE KoJeHa. MyXunHaM B LEPKBH IIOPTHl U 1- shirts HOCUTH HE
MOJIOKEHO.

* CecTpH4YecTBO Bcerga ¢ ONaroJapHOCThIO — IPUHHMAET
MOKEPTBOBAHUSL TAaKUX MPOINYKTOB, Kak bath tissue, paper towels,
dish soap, n T. 1. OHU BCerAa HaXOJATCsS Ha paclpojake — Io4eMy
He KYNHUTb extra W TOXEpTBOBaTb Ha IEpKOBh? Takxke, HY>KHEI

We are greeting all our God loving
parishioners and all Orthodox
Christians with the Parish Feast Day
of our Cathedral — St. Sergius Day!

(Hierarchical Services -7™ and 8™ of October)

Throughout these Parish festive days we call upon you
to remember the needs of our church. Only with your
help our parish will be able to continue fulfilling its
divine mission. May God bless your generosity a
hundred fold!

VENERABLE FATHER SERGIUS, PRAY
TO GOD FOR US!

PARISH CHRONICLES

* On our Parish Feast Day everyone needs to go to Communion.
Please, go to Confession well before the Hierarchical Services start,
and not in the last minute.

* The 2015 Russian Festival this year took place on the 24-26 of
July in German Central (corner of Sprague and York Rds). We
especially thank and express our deep gratitude to Festival Manager
Bill Davis and all the volunteers that worked very hard. Thanks to
them the Festival was a great success and everyone was very
impressed and excited about the new venue. Soon we will announce
the after festival meeting. Our new venue offers a great potential for
our festival, but your help is much needed. Please participate actively
in the Festival, sign up as volunteers and also attend the
organizational meetings. The more of us, the better. Please see the
volunteer coordinator George Balasko at the candle stand in church
or call him at 216-496-4418. THE FUTURE OF THE FESTIVAL
IS IN YOUR HANDS.

* Please remember that married women’s heads should be covered
in church. Skirts must fall below the knees and shoulders must be
covered. Men must not wear shorts and T- shirts in church.

* Donations for the Sisterhood of paper and soap products are
always welcome, such as bath tissue, paper towels, dish soap, etc.
These are items that are on sale on a regular basis -- why not pick up
extra to donate to church? Monetary donations are also needed for
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JICHEe)KHBbIE MOXEPTBOBAHUS Ha OOINME pPACXOAbI U Ha ILBETHl B
TedeHUu rojga. Ham Taxoke IOCTOSHHO HYXHBI BOJIOHTEPHI AT
IPUTOTOBICHUSA Tpames3bl — MOXKalyiicTa obpamaiiTech K crapuiei
cecrepe Amxenuke Kananua - (440) 212-1161

* bBJiarogapHocTb BBICKAa3bIBaeTCS BCEM, KTO YYacTByeT B
npurotosiaeHun BockpecHbeIx Tpame3! CIIACH BAC IOCHO/b
BOI'! JloOpoBonbIbl Bcerja HYXKHBI. BBl Takke MoOXKeTe
00BEIUHUTHCS C APYTON ceMbeil Ui MPUTOTOBIEHUS BOCK. TPAaIe3bl
JU1st 00JIeT4eHUs Harpy3Ku.

* HacrosiTeIbHAsi MPOCh0a BHIKIIOYATh MOOMJIbHBEIE TelIe()OHBI U
HelpKepsl IPU BXOAE B XpaM boxuid.

* PasroBapuBaTh B XpaMe BO BpeMs WIN MOCIE OOTOCTyXKEHUS --
GenuKuil zpex.

* HanmoMuHaeM BceM, KTO TOBEET U MPHUAIAeTCs, PAacCNUCAThCA B
JKypHaJe JUIs TOBEIOIIMX y CBEYHOrO SIIMKA. OTa HMHQpOpMAaIus
KOH(UAEHIMAIbHAS M HUCIIONB3YeTCS TOJBKO ISl CTaTHUCTHKH W
JIUYHOW CIPABKHU CITY>KAIUX CBAIICHHUKOB.

* IlouemMy He cTATh YJIEHAMH NMPOX0/]A, €CIIU BBl YK€ XOJUTE B HAIIl
xpam? C BompocaMu, AN Pa3bACHEHHS BOIpPOCA, UIM UYTO OBl
MOJNHCAThCs, TMOXamylicTa, oOpamaiitece k Hacrosremo -
IIpotouepero Mnue Map3eBy mocie ciyxObl uiau mo Homepy 440-
382-9763; umn x crapocte I'eopruro banacke y cBe4HOro sIuKa uim
o HoMepy 216-496-4418.

* Jloporue aamsl, mpocuM Bac oOpaTHTh BHHMaHHE Ha TO, YTO
HemnosnoxeHo uenoBaTh Kpect u MkoHs! ¢ ry0HON moManoil, sTuM
OCTaBJIsIs cebl, a TeM Oolee, MpUcTynaTh ¢ moMaznoi k CB. Hamre (k
IIpuuacturo). OtuM ocksepHsieTcs CB. TaMHCTBO U CBATHIHU LIEPKBH,
U KpaiHe Tspkeno u HempusiTHO ortunmiate CB. Mkonsl u CB. Kpect
OT NOMaJBbIL.

general expenses and flowers throughout the year. Trapeza
volunteers are needed on a regular basis, please contact head sister
Angelika Kalancha at (440) 212-1161

* Thank you to all who have been participating in the Sunday
kitchen Trapezas! MAY GOD BLESS YOU! Volunteers are always
needed; try to team up with another family to help with the Sunday
cooking.

* A very strong request for everyone to turn off their cell phones
and pagers before they walk into the Temple of God.
* Talking in church during and after church services is a great sin.

* Please remember to sign your name whenever you go to
Communion in the “Communicant Book” at the Candle room. This
information stays confidential and is used only for statistics and
consultation by the serving priests.

* If you already attend services in our church, why not become a
member? To become a member of the parish, or if you have any
questions, please ask our Dean — Archpriest Ilia Marzev after service
or at 440-382-9763; or see Starosta George Balasko at the candle
stand or at 216-496-4418.

* Dear ladies, we are kindly asking you to not kiss the cross or icons
with lipstick, for it is disgraceful and leaves marks which are very
difficult and unpleasant to remove. More importantly, it should be
understood that under no circumstances should you approach the
Holy Chalice wearing lipstick for it disgraces the Holy Mysteries.

BJIATOYECTHE CBATUTEJIA

(k 15-nemuio konuunst apxuenuckona Anmonus (Medgedesa)) - Ymey Braoumup KPACOBCKHUH, Can-Dpanyucko:
OmHO U3 OTIUYUTENIBHBIX CBOMCTB MIPUCHONAMSITHOTO apXUENUCKona AHTOHUS ObLIO, HECOMHEHHO, €ro IIyOoKkoe OiarodecTtue, ero
OTHOILIEHHE KO BCEMY CBATOMY, KO BCeMy, Kacarolemycs cBaToi LlepkBu XpuCTOBOH — K 60roCiIykeHHIO (Kak Oy JHUYHOMY, TaK U K
Ipa3IHUYHOMY ), K YaCTHBIM TpebaMm, K IpeaMeTaM LIePKOBHBIM: 00IaueHHIO, KPECTy, KHUIe 00rocayxeOHOH, BATKH OT 4yAOTBOPHOIL
uKOHHI. .. OH Bceraa, s MOAYEPKUBAI0, BCETAa, OTHOCUIICS K CITy>0e, K CBSTHIHIM, C BEIUKUM TPENeToM U cTpaxoM boxuum. C a3tum
OTHOILIEHHEM ObLIN COIPSKEHBI TPE3BOCTh U MPOCTasi, HO OYEHb TTyO0Kas, JIOTHKA.
O Onarouectuu apxuenuckona AHTOHUS MOXHO OBITIO ObI HAITUCATh KHUTY. 5] XOTel Obl MOACIUTHCS C YNTATEISIMU HEKOTOPBIMU CITy4YasiMU

U3 )XU3HU BH&,HI)IKI/I AHTOHI/I)I, IIOKa3bhIBAKOIIUEC €TO OJarodecTue.

Korpaa g 6511 1e10mpon3BOAUTENIEM KOHCHCTOPUH 3amnagHo-AMepUKaHCKOIl enapXuy, MHE IPUIIIOCh IPUHATH 5-6 KOPOOOK C
HOBOU3JAaHHBIMU apXUMaHAPUTOM Mutpodanom (MaHyHUIOBBIM) Ha CIaBSIHCKOM S3bIKE €BAHTCNUSMHU. JTU €BAHTEINs ObLIH MPeJHA3HAUCHBI
JuIs GecIIaTHOTO pacmpocTpaHeHus o. Mutpodanom. S ykas3all Io4TanboHy IOCTaBUTh KOPOOKU Ha MO B KOPUIOPE y BXOJa B
enapxuaiabHyI0 KaHIeIIpuio. HeMHOro moroas B KaHIENSPUIO CIYCTHIICS apXUeHnHcKkon AHTOHUHN (OH XU B KBapTUpe HaJ KaHUeIsIpueil) u,
3aMeTHB KOPOOKH ¢ €BaHI'eJIUAMH, CKa3ald MHE UX IIOCTaBUTh B IPYTO€ MECTO, a caM IOIIEN B 3aHIOI0 KOMHATy UCKaTh JOKYMEHTHI B
enapxuajabHOM apxuBe. S mpuHscS 3a AeJI0, HO BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI KaXIyl0 KOPOOKY OTAEIBHO MepPeTacKUBaTh, S PELIUI Bce KOPOOKH,
IIpU IOMOIIY NIPaBOit HOTH, epeBuHyTh. Korna Biagsika Bellen U3 apXxuBa U yBHUJEI, KakK s JBUTal0 KOPOOKU HOTOH, y HETO Ha JIHLEe
MOSIBUJIOCH BOJTHEHUE (T€, KTO OJIM3KO 3HAIN apXHUENucKona AHTOHUS, 0Y€Hb XOPOIIO IOMHST 3TO €0 BBIPAXKEHUE — OH SICHO JJaBaJl 3HATh,
YTO YTO-TO HE B nopsake). OH 03a00YEHHO ¢ PAaCCTAHOBKOU MeHs cripocuil: «HUTo Thl Aenaens?!» S eMy OTBETHII, UTO COTJIACHO €ro
yKa3aHHIO g NepecTaBIIsio KopoOku. Braapika BockIukHYI: «Benp B 3Tux kopobkax csitoe EBanrenue!» S B Henoymenuu otsetun: «Hy u
yt0?» Torna Bianpika MsSrko, 00bsICHUTENIBHBIM TOHOM MHE TOBOPUT: « MBI HE CMEeM IMepeIBUraTh Takue KopoOku ¢ Takoil Kuuroi
HOramMu». 51 B3sUICS pyKaMM OTJENbHO NepeTaCKUBATh KX yI0 KOPOOKY B OTAENBHOCTH.

OpmHax bl g Be3 apxuenuckona AHTOHMA U nporonpecBurepa Minbsto Bens B 6oapHUIy KOro-To npuuactuts. Oter Wnbs cugen c3anu co
cBATeIMU Jlapamu. SI ero Xopo1Io 3HaJ, IOCKOJIbKY OH MEHSI MUPOIIOMa3bIBall B I OHKOHTre, Oy IyYl HaCTOSATENIEM TaMOIIHEr0
Bockpecenckoro xpama. I ero o0s1uHO Ha3bIBal «Eey, 4To Mo-KUTallCKH 3HAYUT «JeAyIIKay, MOCKOJIBKY Y MEHs OTHOLIEHUE K HEMY (U K
Brnanbeixke AHTOHUIO) — CBIHOBHEE. B 3TOM rofy, B Hosi0pe Mecsne o. Mnbu ucnonuutes 109 ner. Korna Mbl exanu B 60JIbHUIYY S HECKOIBKO
pa3 MBITAJCs 3arOBOPUTS ¢ 0. Mnbell, a OH OUeHb HE OXOTHO MHE OTBedal. MeHs 3TO 03aaumiio U S MOAyMall, YTO MOXKET OBITh 5 €r0 YeM-TO
obunen: «He cepaumbcs nu Ha MeHs, Ee?» Brnaapika AHTOHUHM, KOTOPBII CUIEN PAIOM CO MHOI, MOBEPHYJICA KO MHE U B IIOJIT0JI0CA,
JIACKOBO U C JIF00OBBIO cKazanl: «BoBa, y 6aTomku cBatele Japsl, cTapaiics ¢ HUIM He pa3roBapuBaTh 0e3 HaloOHOCTH,... a TO BooOIIe B
IPUCYTCTBUH CBATHIX JlapoB myuie cobaoaaTs O1aroroseifHoe TUIIHHY. Jlanbline Mbl exaiad B O0NbHUIYY B TOTHOM Mondanuu. Hano

CKa3aTh, TO Oyarogapsi 3TOMy OILyIEHHE Y MeHs ObIII0 0OCOOEHHBIM.




Benukast natHULA. B 3TOT CBATOH NeHb KaXkKAbI BepyIOMIMH HAET B LIEPKOBb Ha OOrOCIyKeHUE ¢ 0COOBIM TpeneToM. J{Jis MeHs Kak pereHra,
u A7s Xopa, 6orociysxkeHust CTpacTHON CeIMUIBI yKe «BIEThI» U MPOXOIAT CO CIIOKOMHOM, TUXOH TOpxKecTBEHHOCThI0. CBsTas LlepkoBs Hac
TOTOBHUT K BeTUKOMY TOpaKeCTBY U3 TOPIKECTB, k cBAToM Ilacxe. Apxuenuckon AHTOHUN NPUXOAUT B XpaM U FTOTOBUTCS K CIIyxOe,
obnavaercs. Pu3nyeckn, 0COOCHHO B IIOCIIEIHIE TOJIbI €T0 )KU3HH, OH M3HEMOTAeT, HO YyBCTBYETCS, YTO OH OKPBUICH HEBEPOSTHON
JlyXOBHOM CUJION, S3HEPIHEH, KOTOpas ero HeceT. I 1a3a y Hero 1eiieyCTpeMIICHHBIE, BBIPAKEHUE HA JIULE 0YEHb COCPEJOTOUYECHHOE.
ITpubnuxaercs k KOHIYy BeuepHs Bemukoro msaTka. XpaM MONHEIH 60oromoisnaMu. Xop moeT camonofo0Hs! «Erga oT gpesay, a 3aTeM
cruxupy «Tebe oneromarocs» 60arapckoro pacresna, uutTaeTcss TpUCBATOE U HAKOHEL 3By4UT Tpomnaps «biaroodpasusiit Mocud».
MeuieHHO, BEpeHUIIeH lyXOBEHCTBA U MPHUCITY>)KHUKAMH, BBIHOCHTCS] OCEHEHHAas! LIECThIO0 PUIIMAMU CTapUHHAs PyCcCKasl IUIallaHuLa.
UeTnipe CBSIIEHHUKA BEICOKO HaJ rojoBod Biaabiku AHTOHUS Ha HOCWIIKAX JAepkaT ee. Y Briaabiku AHTOHUS Ha rojioBe HeOOobIIoe
eBaHresnue. Brnanpika AHTOHMIA, TPH TOMOILM NTPOTOANAKOHOB, C TPYOM OITyCKaeTcs Ha KOJIeHH nepes rpodHulield. Ero ronosa npexiioneHa.
CasTas IUIAlaHKLA C TPETIETOM KJIaJeTCs «BO rpo0». Biiajibika, Oy y4n Ha KOJEHSAX Y OAHOXKbs Ipoba HE CMEET «IIOJHUMATh OYH CBOU H,
CMOTpSI B 3eMJII0, 6JIarOrOBEHHO MPOTATUBaeT PYKH K IUIAIAaHUIIE U HEXKHO KJIaJeT eBaHTenue Ha Teno boxectsenHoro Meprtaena. Toiabko
nociie 9Toro Bransika nep3aetr nogHAThes Ha Horu. OH BCTaeT, BO3JIaraeT BEHOK M OCTOPOXKHO, HE CIIelIa, ToMa3biBaeT Teso OaroyxaHHbIM
MacioM. HeBo3MOKHO ClIOBaMU IepeiaTh TO YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE OXBATBHIBAJIO MEHS KaXKABIH TOJI B 3TOT OJ1arojaTHbIIl MOMEHT. ...
bnaroyectne apxuenuckona AHTOHUS IPOSBIUIOCH BO BceM. OHO OrpakJjalio ero OT MUPCKOH CYeTbl, OT «CTPEJIbI JIETSIIUE BO THNY.
I'ocnoas bor HEOJHOKPATHO CLIOJOOMII MEHS I'PEIIHOTO OBITH CBUAETENEM 3TOr0 0JIaroroBeifHOro Tpemnera, TyXOBHOU cToikocTH Briagsiku
AHToHUS. Bnagpika AHTOHUH IbIIIaT 3TUM TPENETOM, UM HKHIL.
I'ocrioap 1a yOKOUT CBETIIYIO YLy IPUCHONAMITHOTO apxuenuckona AHToHus. Bednas namsate noporomy Bianpsike, a Ham BceM
100O0JIBbIIIE IPONUTHIBATHCS €r0 0JIaroAaTHBIM HIPUMEPOM.

"Ilpasocnasnas sncuzus"

THE PIETY OF A HIERARCH:
(On the 15th Anniversary of the Repose of Archbishop Anthony) - Reader Viadimir Krassovsky, San Francisco.

One of the remarkable traits of Archbishop Anthony (Medvedev) of blessed memory, without a doubt, was his profound piety, his attitude
towards everything holy, everything relating to the Holy Church of Christ, to divine services, both daily and festive, to personal requests for
services of need, to the items of the church: vestments, the cross, divine service books, cotton swabs from miracle working icons... I stress: he
always, always had an attitude toward divine services, holy relics and icons that was filled with trepidation and the fear of God. This attitude
accompanied his sobriety and a simple but very deep logic.
The piety of Archbishop Anthony could fill a book. I wish to share with the readers a few instances from the life of Vladyka Anthony which
illustrate this piety.
When I was an administrator of the Chancery of the Western American Diocese, I once needed to take delivery of 5 or 6 boxes of newly
published Gospels prepared by Archimandrite Mitrophan in Church Slavonic. This Gospel was intended for free distribution by Father
Mitrophan. I told the postal worker to place the books on the floor in the hallway near the entrance to the Chancery. Sometime later,
Archbishop Anthony, who lived in an apartment above the Chancery, descended and, seeing the boxes of Gospels, told me to move them to a
different place, while he went to a back room to find some documents in the diocesan archives. I started moving them, but instead of taking
each box individually I decided to shove the boxes all together with my foot. When Vladyka emerged from the archives and saw how I was
moving the boxes with my foot, his face turned anxious. Anyone who knew Vladyka Anthony well, knew by this expression that something
was wrong.
He approached me, troubled, and asked “what are you doing?” I replied that I was following his instructions and moving the boxes. “But
these are the Holy Gospel in these boxes!” Bewildered I answered “So what?”” Then Archbishop Anthony softly clarified for me “We do not
dare move boxes with such holy books with our feet.” I then carefully carried the boxes one by one by hands to the new spot.
One time, I was driving Archbishop Anthony and Protopresbyter Elias Wen to the hospital to administer Holy Communion to someone.
Father Elias was in the back with the Holy Gifts. I knew him well, since he christened me in Hong Kong, having been the rector of the
Church of the Resurrection there. I often called him yeye, which in Chinese means grandpa, since my relationship with him, and with
Vladyka Anthony, was that of a son. (This year, in November, father Elias celebrated his 109th birthday.) So as we drove to the hospital I
tried to strike up a conversation with Fr Elias, but he did not respond with much enthusiasm. I was puzzled, thinking that maybe I had
insulted him in some way. Was he mad at me, I asked? Archbishop Anthony, who sat beside me, turned to me quietly and softly and lovingly
said, Vova, Father is holding the Holy Gifts, try not to talk to him unless necessary, better yet in the presence of the Holy Gifts observe a
pious silence.” We continued to the hospital in complete silence. I have to say, that thanks to this I sense such things very differently now.
It was Great Friday. On this holy day, every believer goes to church for divine services with special trepidation; for me as a choir director,
and for the choir, the divine services of Passion Week are already well known and are sung with a quiet subdued ceremony. The Holy Church
prepares us for the great Feast of Feasts, holy Pascha. Archbishop Anthony came to church and prepared for the services, donned his
vestments. Physically, especially in his last years, he was feeble, but one sensed that he was given wings by an incredible spiritual strength,
and energy that lifted him up. His eyes were focused, his expression was one of concentration. Vespers of Great Friday were coming to an
end. The church was filled with worshipers. The choir sang Egda ot dreva, then the sticheron Tebe odeyushchagosya in the Bulgarian chant,
then the trisagion was read, followed by the singing of Blagochestivy losif. Slowly, surrounded by clergymen and altar boys, an ancient
Russian plashchanitsa was brought out of the altar.
Four priests held the burial shroud high above the head of Vladyka Anthony. He held a small Gospel upon his head. With the help of
subdeacons, Vladyka struggled to sink to his knees before the plashchanitsa. His head bowed low. The holy plashchanitsa was then laid upon
the funeral bier, “into the tomb.” Vladyka, on his knees at the foot of the tomb, dares not lift his gaze upon it, and, gazing at the floor, piously
extends his hands towards the plashchanitsa and tenderly places the Gospel upon the body of the Divine Sacrifice. Only after this does
Vladyka dare to rise to his feet. He rises, places the wreath upon the tomb, and slowly, without haste, anoints the Body with aromatic oil. It is
impossible to express the feeling that gripped me every year during this blessed moment.
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Archbishop Anthony’s piety was visible in every aspect of his life. It protected him from the fuss of daily life, from “arrows flying by day.”
The Lord God often allowed me, a sinner, to witness this pious trepidation, the spiritual staunchness of Vladyka Anthony, who breathed this
trepidation, who lived by it.

May the Lord grant peace to the bright soul of Archbishop Anthony. Eternal memory to our dear Vladyka, and may we all likewise suffuse

ourselves with his pious example.

Pravoslavnaya zhizn’
Message to the Faithful
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the USA
September 17, 2015

To our beloved Orthodox Christian faithful throughout the United States of America:

“We know that for those who love God everything contributes to the good [Romans 8:28].

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

We, the members of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America, gathered in Chicago, Illinois, for our sixth annual

meeting on September 15-17, 2015, greet you with paternal love, as we offer glory and thanksgiving to our Lord Jesus Christ.

Forty-five bishops assembled in order to recognize and affirm our unity in the Orthodox faith, to celebrate our communion in the Holy Eucharist, to recall

what has been achieved in fraternal collaboration over the past year and reflect on the challenging work that lies ahead of us.

We express our deep gratitude to all those who labored for this year’s Assembly meeting. The Greek Orthodox Church of Saint John the Baptist in Des

Plaines, Illinois, welcomed us on behalf of His Eminence, Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago for the opening Divine Liturgy. A special Pan-Orthodox

Doxology was also held at the Holy Resurrection Serbian Orthodox Cathedral in Chicago, Illinois, where we were blessed to sponsor a Youth Event hosted

by His Grace, Bishop Longin of New Grachanica and Midwestern America in order to communicate with teens and young adults and address their concerns.

We express our gratitude to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew for meeting with the Executive Committee of the Assembly earlier this year and for

emphasizing our unique responsibility—as a significant and representative segment of the Orthodox Church throughout the world—to provide insights about

the work of our Assembly for consideration by our Mother Churches and by the forthcoming Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Autocephalous

Churches, which is scheduled to take place in Constantinople on Pentecost 2016.

In the opening session, our chairman Archbishop Demetrios of America underlined our responsibility as bishops in reflecting the Gospel message of love and

unity in our own relationships, in our local communities as well as in the broader, global society. After hearing the executive reports from the officers of the

Assembly, we turned our attention and deliberation to matters of canonical regional planning.

The Committee for Canonical Regional Planning, which met over the course of the past year, took into consideration the diverse positions of our Churches in

the United States of America and drafted recommendations for discussion and deliberation by all the hierarchs. Moreover, during the visit of the Assembly

Executive Committee to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, member hierarchs were reminded by His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew that the

Mother Churches are still awaiting from our Assembly a “plan to organize all the Orthodox faithful in the region on a canonical basis”, as per the Chambésy

Rules of Operation.

Thus, in a spirit of mutual trust and fraternal openness, we had the opportunity to listen to one another and to examine carefully various possibilities and

options to assist in resolving the existing canonical anomalies in the United States through the perspective of Orthodox ecclesiology and canon law and with

a view to recent immigration trends. In this regard, we confirmed our commitment to working together with greater cooperation and coordination on the

future of a more unified Orthodox Church in this nation.

The final sessions were dedicated to pastoral issues and practices related to marriage and divorce in an effort to resolve critical differences that significantly

impact the lives of our faithful and their families, as well as to other procedural matters.

Finally, we agreed on the following resolutions:

1 We fervently support the convening of the Holy and Great Council in 2016 and entreat all those responsible for its realization to work in a spirit of unity
and harmony in order to reaffirm the conciliarity and collegiality among our Churches.

2 We unequivocally denounce the increasing violence and bloodshed throughout the world. In the Middle East, hostility and brutality are occurring among
members of different religions, sometimes supposedly in the name of religion. We pray for peace and justice in the Middle East, for protection of
Christian and other minorities in the ancient lands of Syria, Iraq, and Palestine, as well as for the cessation of racial discrimination and religious
fanaticism.

3 We strongly implore government and civil leaders in this country and throughout the world to offer refuge to the countless victims of intimidation and
displacement; and we express our unconditional solidarity with all those who have been forced to leave their homelands because of military
violence, ethnic persecution and deprivation of natural resources in the Middle East, especially in Syria.

4 We continue wholeheartedly to appeal for the release of our brother bishops in Syria, the Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Paul Yazigi (brother of His
Beatitude, Patriarch John X of Antioch), the Syriac Orthodox Archbishop John Ibrahim, as well as all other kidnapped persons.

5 We pray earnestly for peace and stability in Ukraine, where armed conflict persists among our very own brothers and sisters. We appeal for a
humanitarian response to the victims of this conflict. We call upon church officials to be instruments of peace and government leaders to act with
restraint in a spirit of reconciliation.

6 We reaffirm our disagreement with the US Supreme Court case of June 26, 2015, which held a constitutional right for two members of the same sex to
marry. We continue to uphold and proclaim the teaching of our Lord that marriage from its inception is a life-long sacramental union of a man and
a woman.

7 We share the deep concern and sadness of all those who in our land grieve over the unspeakable violence that is widespread in our communities, our
schools and in our houses of worship. We pray for the victims of violence and their families.

In conclusion, we continue to pray for all of you that, “being rooted and grounded in love, you may have power to comprehend with all the saints what is the

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God

[Ephesians 3:18-19]. May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Archbishop Demetrios, Chairman,; Bishop John, 2nd Vice Chairman; Bishop Basil, Secretary, Metropolitan Antony, Treasurer, Metropolitan lakovos,

Metropolitan Methodios, Metropolitan Athenagoras, Metropolitan Isaiah, Metropolitan Alexios, Metropolitan Nicholas, Bishop Andonios, Bishop

Demetrios, Bishop Sevastianos, Bishop Apostolos, Bishop Daniel, Bishop Ilia, Bishop Gregory, Bishop Thomas, Bishop Alexander, Bishop John, Bishop

Anthony, Bishop Nicholas, Metropolitan Hilarion, Archbishop Kyrill, Bishop Peter, Bishop Theodosy, Bishop John, Bishop Nicholas, Bishop Longin, Bishop

Maxim, Archbishop Nicolae, Metropolitan Joseph, Bishop Daniil, Bishop Saba, Metropolitan Tikhon, Archbishop Nathaniel, Archbishop Nikon, Archbishop

Benjamin, Archbishop Melchisedek, Archbishop Mark, Archbishop Michael, Bishop Alexander, Bishop David, Bishop Paul, Bishop Daniel







